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J. Sudnik 


MR. KRUG: We're doing an interview 
with Battalion Chief John Sudnik on November 
7th, 2001, at approximately 1900 hours, 
regarding the World Trade Center on 
September llth, 2001. 

Q. Chief, if you can just tell me what 
your actions were and how you responded. 

A. You want me to go in order of this? 

Q. However you got there and where you 
went. 

A. I responded from headquarters, from the 
seventh floor headquarters. I responded in Chief 
Nigro's car. I guess we followed Chief Ganci's 
car. Chief Nigro was in Chief Ganci's car. We 
stopped the car probably on Fulton Street and I 
guess what's that, Trinity Church? 


QO. Right. 


A. That area there. Maybe it was 
Broadway. We walked up to Vesey, I believe, the 
best I can remember, and walked over to where the 
command post was being set up, which was opposite 
One World Trade Center, directly in front of -- I 


guess that's the rear of or the side of Two World 


Financial Center. 
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At the command post I was operating 
with Chief Nigro, Chief Ganci. I was trying to 
help out in whatever manner I could. Chief Nigro 
gave me an order to go back to his car, find his 
driver and to bring his turnout gear for him. I 
did that and went back the way I came down Vesey 


Street. I guess I was around two-thirds of the 


way there and I ended up running into his driver 


who had his turnout gear. 


At that point that's when the second 
plane hit. I heard the noise of the plane coming 
in, and I heard the explosion. I looked up and 


felt the heat from the fire ball and everything 


like that. 

I made it back to the command post, and 
I was just operating at the command post. At 
that time we had two planes, one into each tower, 
and units reporting in. I was helping out. At 


some point I was working along with Chief Downey. 


He was giving me orders to stage units in the 


driveway area behind the command post. 


I was trying to get accountability of 
how many units we had on the scene. I responded 


to an order from Chief Downey to get five truck 
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companies to report to him, and I guess he gave 
them an order to go to tower two. I don't know 
which ones those were. It was kind of crazy at 


that point. 


The best I can remember, we were just 


operating there, trying to help out and do the 


b 


est we could. Then we heard a loud explosion or 


what sounded like a loud explosion and looked up 


and I saw tower two start coming down. Crazy. 


So after tower two started coming down 


everybody really pretty much took a beeline into 


t 


W. 


he garage area where we were operating. Anybody 


ho was operating near that command post or at 


he command post, most got out. I didn't see 


here everybody went, but I know a lot of guys 


took cover down below, because I know I did, 


underneath that garage area. 


a 


a 


I 


I got about 15 feet into the garage 
rea, and there was a cutout. I was anticipating 


lot of debris coming into the garage area, and 


just wanted to try to get out of the way. I 


know a lot of guys had gotten in there before I 


did. There were units probably already staged in 


there. 
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So I jumped into the cutout and just 


waited there. There were two people next to me. 


I don't know who they were. 


It just went black. 


I just hung out there until the noise stopped. I 


said to myself -- I totally expected to be 


blocked in there by debris or trapped in there. 


I found I didn't have any turnout gear with me. 


I didn't have a mask or anything on me. So I 


just figured the best thing -- I had to get out 


of there at some point because I couldn't 


breathe. 


So I just waited until the noise 


stopped, and I just said, all right, I'm going to 


try to go out the way I came. I heard a lot of 


voices towards the rear of 


the garage area. I 


assumed at that point that 


a door. 


they were looking for 


So I went out the way I came. There 


was some debris that I was able to get over. 


Before I knew it, I was walking up the ramp 


again. I kind of assumed I was outside, and I 


kept walking and I walked into a tree. That was 


it. I got out there. There was nothing. It was 


total silence, no sign -- I mean, you couldn't 
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see anything, but there was no sign or anything 
being around there of what was left of the 
command post. 


I heard some voices I guess to my left, 


which was north, so I figured I would try to find 


out who that was at that point, if it was 


somebody I was working with at that time. I kept 


walking off, and the dust got a little bit 


lighter as I kept walking. Eventually I walked 


out of what was the heaviest part of the cloud. 


There were a couple of firemen that 


were there. Guys kept coming out of the cloud 
the way I came, a few guys. Then I saw the 
majority of the guys who I guess were at the 
command post. I remember seeing Ganci's driver, 
Steve Mosiello; Mike Donovan, who responded down 
to the command post with me in Chief Nigro's car. 


I saw a couple of guy's from the Commissioner's 


office from the eighth floor. I saw I believe it 
was Fitzpatrick. I think I saw Frank Gribbon at 
some point. That's all I recognized. 


Somebody gave me a bottle of water. 


Actually it was a bottle of seltzer. I was able 


to wash the stuff out of my eyes, out of my 
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throat, out of my nose. I ended up throwing up a 


couple of times. 
I was just trying to grab guys and just 
wait around until the guys I was working with 


came back out or whatever, try to regroup, get 


some guys together and start maybe going back and 


making a search, trying to get some command staff 
back together. 

I was telling guys, the firemen that 
were coming out of the offices that were walking 
out of the cars or out of the building -- I guess 
the building that they were walking out of I 
guess was Two World Financial. They ended up 


going through the back of the garage and going 


through a stairway and out onto to Vesey Street. 


I was trying to get them to stage up on 


the next block north, and that's when the second 


building came down. There was a little bit of a 
dash to get away from that one too. Because I 
didn't have a radio, I ended up trying to stay 


near a couple firemen, guys with turnout gear, 


guys who seemed like they wer they seemed 
okay but they were shook up. 


We ended up walking up around probably 
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along the river up a couple blocks. I don't know 


what street we ended up coming back around, but I 


know there was a fence, an orange fence, along 
the river here. So we ended up coming up, back 
around this way, north a couple blocks and back 


east. They wanted to get back to -- they were 


anxious to get back to the quarters of 8 Truck. 
They got back to 8 Truck. 


I came back to the scene to try to find 


out where the command post was. Somebody said it 
was set up on West Broadway and Vesey Street, I 


believe. So I walked back down that way. At 


that point there was nobody from the command post 


that I could recognize that I was working with at 


the command post. 

I don't know how much later this was or 
how long it took me to get back over there. I 
would assume it was probably anywhere from a half 
an hour to 45 minutes by the time I made it back 
around down to where the new command post was set 
up. At that point Chief Haring from the 8th 
Division was in charge of the command post. 
I hung around that command post waiting 


to see if I ran into Chief Nigro or Chief Ganci 
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or Chief Downey. Nobody knew where any of them 
were. I just hung around there and tried to help 


out the best I could with whatever I could. 


That's about it. It was an awful 


experience. 


MR. KRUG: All right. Thanks, Chief. 


